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What is REScoop.eu?
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Where?



What is a citizen energy cooperative?

• Groups of citizens who cooperate on energy transition projects

• Legal entity is not always relevant

• 7 ICA principles

• Voluntary and open membership

• Democratic member control

• Member economic participation

• Autonomy and independence

• Education, training and information

• Cooperation among cooperatives



What is a citizen energy cooperative?

• Energy transition projects includes electricity, heating, transportation and energy savings

• Production

• Supply

• Distribution

• Flexibility – storage, vpp & demand response

• Energy monitoring

• Energy savings

• District heating

• E-car sharing

• …



What is a citizen energy cooperative?

• Energy transition projects

• Citizens (also local authorities, microenterprises)

• Project with collective character

• Cooperative principes

• Various activities and thus business models



Producers 



Suppliers



Producers & suppliers



Distribution system operators (DE)



Energy Communities: really something new?

Source: Lars Holstenkamp



Distribution system operators (IT)



Distribution system operators (USA)



Distribution system operators (USA)



Distribution system operators (ARG)



Energy monitoring



Interactive invoicing



Collective home retrofits



Training programmes



Public street lighting



Flexibility, demand response and VPP



Heating



E-carsharing



A federation: to do what?
Through REScoop.eu, we wish to make our voices heard in the European energy debate. Citizens 

after all are the ones who will be paying for the transition to a more sustainable energy system. 

REScoop.eu empowers them and wants to achieve energy democracy. 

Our federation has four well-defined objectives:

• We represent the voice of citizens and citizen energy cooperatives to European policy makers

• We support the start-up of new REScoops and provide them with useful tools and contacts

• We provide services for the European REScoops, e.g. we are currently working on a financial tool

• We promote the REScoop business model throughout Europe



Collaborations with others

• Community Power Coalition

• Cooperatives Europe

• Coalition for Energy Savings

• BRIDGE

• Right to Energy Coalition

• European Climate Foundation



European Commission: CE4AE
The Commission published its Communication on 
Energy Union on February 25, 2015 [COM (2015) 80 
final]. This Communication calls for a fundamental 
transformation of Europe's energy system: to 
speak globally with one voice; to, inter alia, build a 
sustainable, low-carbon and climate-friendly 
economy that is designed to last; where energy 
flows freely across borders, based on competition 
and the best possible use of resources; with 
citizens at its core, where citizens take ownership 
of the energy transition, benefit from new 
technologies to reduce their bills, participate 
actively in the market, and where vulnerable 
consumers are protected.



Renewable energy community 

a legal entity: 

which, in accordance with the applicable 
national law, is based on open and 
voluntary participation, is autonomous, and 
is effectively controlled by shareholders or 
members that are located in the proximity 
of the renewable energy projects that are 
owned and developed by that legal entity; 

the shareholders or members of which are 
natural persons, SMEs or local authorities, 
including municipalities; 

the primary purpose of which is to provide 
environmental, economic or social 
community benefits for its shareholders or 
members or for the local areas where it 
operates, rather than financial profits.

Citizens energy community

a legal entity:

which is based on voluntary and open participation, 
effectively controlled by shareholders or members 
who are natural persons, local authorities, including 
municipalities, or small enterprises and 
microenterprises. 

The primary purpose of a citizens energy 
community is to provide environmental, economic 
or social community benefits for its members or 
the local areas where it operates rather than 
financial profits. 

A citizens energy community can be engaged in 
electricity generation, distribution and supply, 
consumption, aggregation, storage or energy 
efficiency services, generation of renewable 
electricity, charging services for electric vehicles or 
provide other energy services to its shareholders or 
members.

Definitions in CEP Europeans directives

All CEP directives should be implemented by mid 2021: what about Latvia?



For many this seems a new player, game and a field



How can EU-MS support energy communities?
Following the EU's Clean Energy for All Europeans 

legislative package, EU Member States are currently 

working on transposing the definitions of Renewable Energy 

Communities and Citizen Energy Communities into their 

national laws.

If done right, these definitions will allow citizens to become 

active participants in and owners of the energy transition, 

and will make community energy projects flourish 

throughout Europe.

But how can openness, democratic governance and 

autonomy be reflected in national level definitions of energy 

communities?



How can EU-MS support energy communities?



REScoop.eu monitor the transposition

- ECCO Interreg NWE project

- cVPP Interreg NWE project

- COME RES Horizon 2020 project

- European Climate foundation

- …



REScoop.eu+FOEE+Energy Cities help
energy communities

- Practical guide

- https://www.rescoop.eu/toolbox/community-

energy-a-practical-guide-to-reclaiming-powerCOME 

RES Horizon 2020 project

- Support European Climate foundation to reach out

- Movie Patagonia to promote CE worldwide



Ongoing Horizon 2020 projects

©El salto diario

©AgroRES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
COMPILE shows how energy islands (microgrids) can help decarbonise our energy supply whilst creating environmental and socio-economic benefits.�The main objective of Compile (Horizon 2020) is to show how energy islands (microgrids) can help to further decarbonisation our energy supply and how these islands can benefit from community building and create environmental and socioeconomic benefits. The building blocks of the project entail the empowerment of local energy systems, optimal integration of RES technology including storage, fostering the creation of energy communities and creating new ways that support the adoption of new technologies. REScoop.eu is developing a set of tools to help communities set-up and run microgrids including best practises reports, a stakeholder engagement guide and a guide on financing. REScoop.eu is also involved in the overall advocacy work centred around the Clean Energy Package and participates in the Bridge group. Contact: Stanislas d’Herbemont and Josh Roberts. Horizon 2020 – Grant Agreement No. 824424.COME RES supports the implementation of the community energy provisions of the Clean Energy Package in nine EU Member States.COME RES (Horizon 2020) will support, develop and test new business models for renewable energy cooperatives in nine EU countries. REScoop.eu will provide policy support on the implementation of the Clean Energy Package (and the provisions for renewable energy communities) and support the overall dissemination through its network of cooperatives. Contact: Stavroula Pappa and Dirk Vansintjan. Horizon 2020 – Grant Agreement No. 953040.NEW: REScoop.eu is project coordinator of SCCALE 203050, a Horizon 2020 project that aims to develop a set of tools, resources and coaching techniques to support the set-up and operation of energy communities. The project aims to strengthen the collaboration between energy cooperatives and local authorities including cities and municipalities. Contact: Stanislas d’Herbemont and … Horizon 2020 – Grant Agreement No. tbcThrough REScoopVPP, REScoop.eu supports the set-up of a community-driven virtual power plant that can actually provide fl exibility services to the grid.Through REScoopVPP (Horizon 2020) REScoop.eu will support the set-up a community-driven virtual power plant that can actually provide flexibility services to the grid. REScoop.eu is a knowledge partner and in charge of the overall communication. We will organise workshops and manage a working group that gathers cooperatives that are interested in this topic. Contact: Roland Tual and Sara Tachelet. Horizon 2020 – Grant Agreement 893240.In OneNET, we liaise with DSOs and TSOs to explore how cooperatives can support the implementation of a decentralised energy system.While the grid is moving from a centralized to a decentralized system, energy system operators like DSO and TSO have to change their operative business models to accommodate for faster reactions and adaptive exploitation of flexibility. Energy communities will be an important actor in this regards. Through OneNET (Horizon 2020) we are liaising with 64  partners (mainly DSO and TSO) to see how cooperatives can become part of a decentralised energy system. Contact: Stavroula Pappa, Dirk Vansintjan and Josh Roberts. Horizon 2020 – Grant Agreement No. 957739.AgroFossilFree will show how farmers can benefit from innovative business models (like the cooperative business model) that help mitigate climate change and decarbonise our economies whilst keeping value in the local communities.Agro Fossil Free aims to show how farmers and the agricultural sector can benefit from innovative business models that help to mitigate climate change and how to decarbonise our economies. REScoop.eu will show how energy communities (and cooperatives) can retain money within the local community and feature different examples. REScoop.eu has a supporting role in different activities including the mapping of relevant actors and stakeholders, the overall communications and the policy work at the EU level. Contact: Vaiva Indilaite and Daan Creupelandt. Horizon 2020 – Grant Agreement No. 957739.RE/SOURCED aims to set-up a microgrid (a so-called energy island) in Zwevegem, a small town in West Flanders, Belgium.RE/SOURCED aims to set-up a microgrid (a so called energy island) in Zwevegem, a small town in the most important province of Flanders: West Flanders. REScoop.eu is in charge of setting up an energy community that gathers the different stakeholders. The legal entity should comply to the new definition which Flanders has to put in place. Contact: Dirk Vansintjan and Daan Creupelandt. Horizon 2020 – Urban Innovation Action - Grant Agreement No. UIA05-057.



Ongoing service contract

2nd phase of the CE4EUIslands Secretariat

©University of Algarve

©Agata Smok
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The Clean Energy for EU Islands Secretariat is an initiative supported by the European Commission aimed at supporting the clean energy transition of European islands.



Ongoing Interreg projects

©ECCO
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> Ecco aims to enhance the relationships with farmers and supports them in setting up energy cooperatives in rural areas in North-West Europe. We are doing that in close collaboration with farmer organisations. REScoop.eu develops tools and methodologies that can help farmers set-up and run an energy community. In addition, we are teaming up with the city of Leuven and the province of Vlaams-Brabant to roll-out the LICHT approach (community engagement) and further support the set-up of new community energy projects in Flanders. The project has been extended for another year through Ecco – Capitalization allowing us to capitalize the tools and integrate the one-stop-show Contact: Dirk Vansintjan and Myriam Castanié. Interreg NWE – Grant Agreement No. 496.cVPP aims for an effective implementation of demand-response solutions in energy communities.REScoop.eu is a partner in the capitalization of cVPP which refers to community based virtual power plants. Our main task is to make ensure that we create synergies between the projects cVPP, REScoop VPP and FLEXCoop and integrate the MoRE model into our toolbox. Moreover, we will use our channels to give visibility and outreach to the project results and set-up workshops/webinars to discuss the concept of a community-based virtual power plant and how energy communities could actually provide services to the grid. Contact: Daan Creupelandt and Roland Tual. Interreg NWE – Grant Agreement 588.STEPS aims to strengthen the competitiveness of North-West European SMEs, including energy cooperatives, working on innovative storage solutions.STEPS aims to strengthen the competitiveness of North West European SMEs who are working on innovative storage solutions. The project will do so by deploying a user-centric, demand-driven approach that bring products closer to market. REScoop.eu is showing how cooperatives can provide storage solutions and give visibility to the work in FLEXcoop, cVPP, REScoop VPP. Contact: Stavroula Pappa and Roland Tual. Interreg NWE – Grant Agreement No. 1102.



Ongoing ECF projects

ECF Citizen-Led Renovation

ECF Definition

ECF Communication
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With support of the European Climate Foundation we are working on ECF - Citizen Led Renovation. The main purpose of the project is to gather the different cooperatives with expertise on citizen led renovation, set-up and manage a working group within the association, feed into policy debates centred around energy efficiency and citizen led renovation and explore synergies in terms of collaborations and EU funding. Contact: Sem Oxenaar and Stanislas d’Herbemont. European Climate Foundation – Grant Agreement No. 2005-60583.With support from the European Climate Foundation we are working on a project called ECF - Definition where we support members in 7 EU member states with the transposition of the clean energy package and the definition for energy communities mentioned therein. The countries are France, Portugal, Greece, Poland, Italy, Belgium and The Netherlands. The project has successfully been suspended until 30/06/2021. Contact: Josh Roberts and Stavroula Pappa. European Climate Foundation – Grant Agreement No. 2002-60158.Through ECF - Communications, we make the guidebook to community energy available in several EU languages and in collaboration with Friends of the Earth Europe and Energy Cities we do an online digital roadshow in 10 EU countries (REScoop.eu: Poland, Greece, Czech Republic – FoEE: Spain, Hungary, Germany – Energy Cities: Croatia, Portugal, Serbia and Bulgaria). We continue supporting the online trainings from Friends of the Earth Europe and participate to the digital e-cooperation labs of Energy Cities to foster collaboration between cooperatives and cities. We participate in the Community Power Coalition and work on strategic communications for the wider movement, reaching out to new media outlets and new EU member states. Contact: Sara Tachelet and Oscar Guëll. European Climate Foundation – Grant Agreement No. 2011-61169. ECF Citizen-led renovation brings together cooperatives with expertise on citizen-led renovation, feeds into policy debates centered around energy efficiency and citizen-led renovation.ECF Definition supports REScoop.eu members in France, Portugal, Greece, Poland, Italy, Belgium and The Netherlands with the transposition of the Clean Energy Package, particularly when it comes to implementing good defi nitions for energy communities and providing enabling frameworks.



And…  an ongoing EUKI project

© Bujana Xhindoli
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EUCENA aims to accelerate the energy transition in Central-Eastern Europe by means of setting-up a Summer school. The target countries in this project are Germany, Albania and Greece. REScoop.eu is in charge of the overall coordination of the project and teams up with several members, including BBEn and Electra. Contact: Antonia Proka. European Climate Initiative of the German Ministry for International Collaboration (EUKI). 



Publications

2 books

6 press 
releases

8 policy 
papers

72 web 
articles



How to communicate REScoop.eu’s vision?



THANK YOU !
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